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NSSC District Branch Meeting Minutes 

3rd October 2016 

Handson Safety Services 

The Training Centre 
Wistaston Road Business Centre 
Wistaston Road 
Crewe 
CW2 7RP 

 
Sarah Phoenix, (IOSH Networks Officer) attended the session and along with Roy Jackson guided attendees 
by explaining the CPD/IPD process. For future reference, please remember that anyone wanting to attend, must 
bring their own laptop. 

The chairman, Douglas Leech, opened the meeting and addressed all members.  We were reminded of the 
presentation planned for 05.12.2016 is Stressed Concrete. 

Douglas introduced the three speakers for the session, these were: 

 Mr John Lacey, Consultant speaking on behalf of IOSH 
 Mr Chris Keen, HSE Science Directorate speaking on behalf of BOHS 
 Mr Steve Shaw, HSE Field Operations Directorate  

Each attendee was given a NTTL Silica dust pack with all the resources provided within the campaign, further 
copies are available from the chairman or the IOSH website directly http://www.notimetolose.org.uk/  

John Lacey began the session with a summary of the campaign, the reasoning for it being developed and some 
statistics to bring the whole debate into focus. 

Chris Keen discussed the role of occupational hygiene and hygienists in the management of Silica dust 
exposures, reminding the audience that it is “the particles that you cannot see that are the problems” as they 
can remain airborne for several hours.  He also reminded the audience that a number of existing HSE guidance 
documents such as MN3 still exist and provide good practice in handling dusts. 

Steve Shaw in essence, provided the same messages but from a slightly different angle to push the message 
home further.  He indicated that HSE were still checking safety performance but following the publication of the 
2016 strategy “Working well together”, they will also do a lot more occupational inspections.  He also identified 
that HSE will be “coming down hard on brushing” in workplaces as this is a major source of respirable dust in 
the atmosphere and he did not rule out the use of Improvement Notices to aid the discussions. 

Douglas Leech thanked each of the speakers and presented them with an IOSH cut-glass tumbler each as a 
token of appreciation.  He then reminded participants that all the information and videos are available from the 
IOSH website but would also be held by NSSC and shared via a data stick if you bring yours to any meeting. 

The chairman addressed the committee and members with the proposed calendar events for 2017 and due to 
the low attendance discussed in August event and everyone concurred that they supported the decision to 
rearrange the August date for 2017 the meeting will now be on the 24th July 2017 instead. 

At the last meeting, the group were asked if they would be interested in an Interaction / Participation Forum 
whereby straight after the presentation, members could liaise with other fellow H&S Professionals on subjects 
outside of their specific areas of knowledge/expertise. Those present agreed that this was still a good idea and 
if time wasn’t a constraint, would be a valuable resource and networking tool. 

General information 

Douglas indicated that following the August meeting where he reminded everyone about the consultation on 
new rules and fines for driving a car whilst using a hand-held device could be increased from £100 to £150 with 
6 points added to the license for HGV drivers and 4 points for car drivers.  As an up-date he indicated at this 
meeting that Chris Grayling MP had indicated at the dispatch box in the commons that he proposed an increase 
to £200 per offence and a standard 6 points regardless of the vehicle type.  This would mean two offences 
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would result in a 6-month ban and £1,000 fine.  However, drivers who had recently passed their test would lose 
their license and must retake the exam. 

The chairman then indicated that the HSE were looking for Stakeholder views on the draft guidance - HSG282 

- Control of legionella and other infectious agents in spa pool systems.  Interested parties contact: 

HSG282consultation@hse.gov.uk  

The consultation runs from October 3rd to the 31st 

The delegates were informed that the HSE L23 Manual handling document has been revised and the 4th edition 
is now available from the website. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pUbns/priced/l23.pdf  

In tandem to this, HSE have also published several tools to aid the assessment process.  The latest is INDG478 
“Risk Assessment of Pushing and Pulling” (RAPP).   

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg478.pdf  

The chairman showed an example of the assessment process specifically aimed at the use of pallet trolleys to 
move goods especially in the transport sector.  HSE indicate the 600kgs or less is the lowest risk, which 
unfortunately is lower than the 750kg currently being instigated by logistics carriers. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 

Minutes compiled and prepared by: Douglas Leech (District Chairman) 

End of NSSC District Branch Meeting 3rd October 2016 
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